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Some Presidential Visitors 
John Tooker, 


George Washington was the only 
President of the United States to 
make even a partial tour of Long 
Island, but many other Presidents 
have visited here, some of them 
have spent vacations, and one, 
Theodore Roo evelt, lived here 

When New York City was the 
capital of the United States (1789- 
1791), it is probable that the fol- 
lowing men who were to 
Pre:idents, John Adams, Thomas 
Jefferscn and James Madison, 
crossed the river to Brooklyn. Dr. 
Henry Reed Stiles in his History 
of Brouklyn tells of several Presi- 
dents who had visited that city be- 
fore 1870 when the last volume of 
his history was written. 

James Monroe came to Brooklyn 
in June 1817; John Quincy Adams 
to the Navy Yard on May 9, 1828; 
Andrew Jackson came to Brooklyn 
in June 1833; Martin Van Buren 
in July 1839, and John Tyler, the 
next Presidential visitor, in July 
1843. The next year (1844) Tyler 
took a Long Island girl, Julia 
Gardiner, as his second wife. Jac 
son and Van Buren 
visit to Brooklyn before they be 
came President. 

President Grant spent more than 
one vacation at the summer home 
of his brother-in-law in the Half 
Hollows section of Dix Hills be- 
tween Huntington and Babylon, 
and President Grover Cleveland 
vacationed at Far Rockaway. 
President William H. Taft visited 
Oyster Bay. 

President Chester A Arthur 
probably had a interesting 
experience on Long Island than any 
of them. One June day in 1882 
he was riding out to Babylon in a 
special train on the Long Island 
Railroad. In those days a Pre 
dential vacation bore no resem- 
blance to a travelling circus and 
President Arthur was accompanied 
by only a few friends and railroad 
officials. He told the railroad men 
that he had never ridden on a train 
that travelled at a mile-a-minute 
pace, and expressed a desire to do 
sO. His desire Was communicated 
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ive Long Island “Blacksmiths 


ig was ever a fascination for 

me as a child in New Jer- 
sey to pass a certain dim open- 
doored blacksmith shop. How 
I loved “to see the flaming 
forge and hear the bellows 
roar.” The day was memor- 
able when I became the black- 
smith’s patron. 

Many a year has rolled by 
since he carefully adjusted the 
iron rim broken loose from a 
wheel of my doll carriage. 
Much time elapsed too before 
I made an exciting discovery. 

I had been delving into 
ancestral files expecting to 
find at least a few notables 
when who should appear but a 
blacksmith — indeed five of 
him with bellows and tongs. 

Back in our American past 
a man of that calling actually 
held a place of some conse- 
quence if not dignity. 

Consider for a moment 
Abraham Alling (or Allen) of 
Mill Neck, L. I. The settlers 
sent to England for him to 
replace one John Thompson, 
the first blacksmith of that 
village. Through breach of 
contract the latter had lost a 
home lot granted in 1677. 

According to the Oyster Bay 
Town Records, ‘‘Att a Towne 
Meeting held ye 4th of Sep- 
tember 1678 Then granted & 
given to Abraham Alling 
Blacksmith for his Incurage- 
ment of setting up & following 
his Trade amongst us in the 
Towne for ye supplying of ye 
Inhabitants withall [sic] such 
tolles and Nesessaries needful, 
According to his Capassitie, 
A Certaine peece of Land for- 
merly layd out to Jobe Wright, 
on ve west side of ve Myll 
River, And as much more 
Joyning to itt by ye hill sides, 
As ye Surveyors shall se [sic] 
Conveynient for him... .”’ 

Abraham Alling arrived in 
due course to the satisfaction 
no doubt of many a Colonial 
nag. About 1697 he married 
Mary Hawkhurst, widow of 
George Townsend. The All- 


Marion F. 


ings were my _ great-great- 
great-great-great - grandpar- 
ents. ; 

In time Abraham married 
again. He mentions his “now 
wife”, Mary During, in a deed 
regarding his property made 
out to his eldest son, Thomas. 

This my uncle, intro- 
duces himself in the Records 
as “Thomas Alling of ye Toun- 
ship [sic] of hemsted In 
Queens County on the Island 
of Nassaw in ye Province of 
New york black Smith.” 

His father deeded land to 
him “Lying and being on ye 
Mill river Neck and the Moety 
or one halfe of all my Land 
and Meadow Lying and being 


Overton 


son, 


Pak 5 
The Village Blacksmith, from 1932 photo by Charles Willey, showing Charles K. Shaw, 
Bellport Smithy for More Than 50 Years 


In ye Pattent and township of 
Oysterbay.” Some exceptions 
were added here regarding 
property given to another son, 
Abraham. In addition Abra- 
ham senior did “Grant and 
Confirme unto my Son Thomas 
Alling all my smithtools.” 

According to the date of 
this deed, April 26, 1698, the 
father might have lifted his 
“heavy sledge” for about 20 
years, yet I have read else- 
where that he actually prac- 
ticed his trade only a short 
while. 

Another blacksmith grand- 
sire of the three on my 
mother’s side was David, 
youngest son of the dashing 
Captain John Underhill and 
his second wife, Elizabeth 
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born at 
is entered 


Feake. Supposedly 
Matinecock, David 
in the Friends’ Records of 
Flushing as born “second 
month 1672”. He served ap- 
prenticeship with Abraham 
Alling whose daughter, Pene- 
lope, married David's son, 
Peter. 

George W. Cocks, accredited 
renealogist of Glen Cove, L. I. 
places David's first wife, my 
grandmother, as the ‘“sup- 
posed daughter of Gideon and 
Elizabeth Wright.” That 
David named his son Peter, 
“notably indicates,” reasoned 
Mr. Cocks, “that his mother 
was a descendant of Peter 
Wright, there being no other 
Peter in the territory at that 
period shown on the records.” 
Furthermore’ figured Mr. 
Cocks, “that she was a Wright 
is indicated by the location of 
the property, as in that region 
the Wright family had large 
allotments.” 

The Oyster Bay Town 
Records entered David as 
owner of land on Hogg Island, 
now Centre Island, Ovster 


Continued on page 197 
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Bailey’s Long Island History 


A limited number of sets of 
the Long Island History, com- 
piled by Paul Bailey and pub- 
lished last year by the Lewis 
Historical Publishing Com- 
pany of New York, has been 
made available through the 
Long Island Forum at one- 
third off the publishers’ price. 

This drastic reduction from 
the original price of $46.50 is 
made possible by eliminating 
volume 3 which consists en- 
tirely of rei: geen sketches. 

Volumes 1 and 2 comprise 
the complete History as com- 
piled by Editor Bailey and 
written by leading authorities 
in every field, consisting of 
more than 1000 pages, 43 
chapters and 200 illustrations. 

These handsomely printed 
and bound deluxe books (size 
8x10°;, inches) will be sent, 
while they last, in the same 
order that —— are re- 
ceived. Price $30. 


Besides the wenn history 
of the island, from its discov- 


ery, including chapters on geo-- 


Convent 


, Address: 


Amityville, N. Y. 


logy and archaeology, there 
are separate chapters on each 
of the towns in Nassau and 
Suffolk Counties, the history 
of the leading church denom- 
inations, whaling, fishing, 
shell fisheries, agriculture, 
medicine, banking, education, 
aviation and many other sub- 
jects. 

Long Island Birdlife is com- 
piled by Edwin Way Teale, 
nationally known authority: 
the island’s mammals, by Dr. 
W. J. Hamilton, Cornell zoolo- 
gist. The most extensive cov- 
erage of the island’s Indians 
ever printed was prepared by 
John H. Morice. Among the 
authors represented are J. 
Russel Sprague, Dr. Oscar G. 
Darlington, Dr. Clarence Ash- 
ton Wood, Miss Jacqueline 
Overton, Rev. John K. Sharp, 
Chester R. Blakelock, Osborn 
Shaw, Herbert F. Ricard, 
Preston R. Bassett, Robert R. 
Coles, Halsey B. Knapp, 
Nancy Boyd Willey, Mary E. 
Bell—in all more than forty 
such authorities. 


ent Payments Arranged 
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“CFindin’s Keepin’” ‘Was the “Rule 


N earlier days many inhabit- 
ants of Long Island, as 
elsewhere on the peremiter of 
the maritime world, consid- 
ered flotsam and jetsam cast 
upon the shore legitimate loot. 
The law of ‘Findin’s Keepin’ ’ 
prevailed as to wreckage and 
cargo cast or washed over- 
board in time of storm. 

In his History of Long 
Island published over a cen- 
tury ago, Rev. Nathaniel S. 
Prime, a native Islander, who 
was pastor at Sag Harbor from 
1806 to 1809, expressed a high 
opinion of the general stan- 
dard of morals in Suffolk 
County. He added, however, 
that “there are men who 
would scorn the imputation of 
taking the most trifling article 
o! their neighbor’s property, 
who would not hesitate, under 
this mistaken notion of right, 


Dr. (« Varence -A. VY bod 


to appropriate to their own 
use, Whatever they might find 
on the shore, without making 
the least effort to discover the 
rightful owner ;—not to speak 
of any direct efforts 
ceal the fact.” 
“However derogatory _ it 
may be to the character of the 
good people of Suffolk”, de- 
clared the reverend historian, 
“a regard to truth demands 
disclosure of the fact, that a 
strange impression 
many minds, especially on the 
North Side, that wnatever is 
driven up by the waves, is the 
legitimate prey of the finder.” 


to con- 


rests on 


Certainly one would hardly 
censure Bartlett Tuthill and 
brother, who, with others, in 
December 1860 gathered from 
the beach in the vicinity of 


A yw “€ 
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Wading River many bushels 
of perishable citrus fruit, 
which had been blown ashore 
from a ship tossed about by a 
nor’ wester. 

Once in the long ago follow- 
ing a great freshet in Con- 
necticut a house and its con- 
tents floated across the Sound 
and came finally to rest on the 
North Shore of Long Island. 

According to a “gentleman 
of the first respectability re- 
siding on the North Side”, 
the owner of the adjoining 
farm unhesitatingly took pos- 
session of the “windfall” and 
carpets, beds and other arti- 
found in the stranded 
house thereafter served on the 
far side of the Sound from the 
Nutmeg State. 

On Christmas Day, 1824, 
when the Nestor was wrecked 
on Fire Island, then known 


cles 
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as Raccoon Beach, a great 
quantity of drygoods from 
the French ship found its way 
inside Fire Island Inlet. There 
was no mistaking the so-called 

“beach calico” which there- 
aiter draped so many feminine 
South Siders. 

When the Lexington was 
burned in Long Island Sound, 
Jan. 13, 1840, as recently re- 
lated in the Forum by Capt. 
H. P. Horton, and many ar- 
ticles were cast upon the 
shore, countless trunks were 
broken open and rifled in spite 
of the wreckmaster and other 
officers of the law. 

One account of the disaster 
published at the time asserted 
that much property was thus 
embezzled by residents of the 
North Shore. Said the writer: 
“There are living along that 
shore a good many people of 
Indian mixture who get a 
great part of their living 
gleaning from the water.” 

Rev. Prime, five years later, 
rose to the defense of the 
aborigines of the Island, say- 
ing in his History that he was 
not willing to believe that the 
embezzlement was to be im- 
puted exclusively to people of 
Indian mixture. 

When the Elizabeth was 
wrecked off Fire Island, Fri- 
day July 19, 1850, among those 
who perished were Margaret 
(Fuller) Ossoli, her Italian 
husband and their small son. 
On that occasion, according to 
the Suffolk Democrat, nearly 
everything that came ashore 
was stolen by “land sharks 
and pirates”, including even 
the chests and clothes of sail- 
ors who had to wander about 
halr-naked. On the person of 
one woman was found a dress 
supposed to have belonged to 
Madame Ossoli. 

The loot was carried away 
in wagons as far off as Patch- 
ogue. The guilt of about forty 
Was proven. In one 
house were found 1000 pounds 
of silk; in another Leghorn 
hats; in another 40 bars of 
soap; in another 21 bars of 
soap and in another 
several barrels of oil. 

In the long ago there lived 


persons 


house 


in a shack on Raccoon Beach 
one Jeremiah Smith. There 
was good fishing and clam- 
ming in the Great South Bay, 
also excellent hunting. Some 
said that in those pristine 
days mermaids disported 
themselves in the surf at even- 
tide. However, it was not pri- 
marily for fish, clams, nor ra- 
coons nor mermaids that Jerry 
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Smith lived on the bleak and 
isolated beach. 

With no lighthouse any- 
where along the sandy stretch, 
many a richly freighted ves- 
sel ran ashore, to be battered 
and dashed to pieces. The 
loot that drifted in sometimes 
consisted of casks of liquor, 
or it might be bales of French 


Continued on page 199 








of Long Island. 


EAST QUOGUE, N. Y 


Geo. H. Jones 


REAL ESTATE and INSURANCE 


This office is equipped to meet every real estate 
and insurance requirement of the eastern section 


We write all forms of insurance. 
Come in or phone, tell us how we can serve you. 


Montauk Highway 


Tel. East Quogue 960 














On Lar ( 


Eastport 320 


MOTORISTS: Cross the Sound 


Sag Harbor-Orient to New London 
| LSM, Radar I quipped 


Two Vessels, Gay Head and Orient 


Send for Complete Schedule 


New London Freight Lines, Inc. 


Wher pace permits, truck 


Orient 1010 














MAssapequa 6-4220 








Clothes - Tools - Paints 


Desks - ‘Typewriters 
Suffolk Surplus Sales 


Sunrise Highway, Massapequa, L. I. 
FRANK BUCK’S) 


C. A. Woehning 

















OCTOBER 


19S0 


LONG ISLAND FORUM 


Unnative‘ Plants on Fones “Beach 


BK VERY TIME I make up 

my mind that I have 
heard everything, a new ex- 
perience forces me to concede 
I “ain’t heard nothin yet!” 

One day this August I stood 
admiring a beautifully grown 
bed of giant-flowering zinnias 
against the south side of the 
West Bathhouse at Jones 
Beach. Two women bent over 
the blossoms babbling, drool- 
ing and gushing. Finally one 
of them filtered back suffi- 
ciently toward normalcy to in- 
quire of the other what kind 
of flowers they might be. The 
answer came, “Sea Anemones. 
Look like a big pin cushion and 
grow by the sea. Has to be 
Sea Anemones!” 

This incident being entirely 
true demonstrates in a most 
extreme manner the general 
lack of knowledge concerning 
seaside flora. 

At this date a confusion 
exists regarding native plants 
on Jones Beach—plants indi- 
genous to the beach, plants 
which grew there before the 
coming of the Park, before the 
first house on High Hill, be- 
fore the earliest life saving 
station. 

The confusion is a natural 
one because over the last three 
generations soil from the 
mainland has been transported 
to the Jones Beach area by 
hoats and, more recently, by 
truck. Seeds arrived in the 
soil. They germinated, and the 
resulting plants thrived and 
reproduced their own kind. 

Then, too, some of the own- 
ers of summer cottages on 
High Hill — the section of 
heach between parking fields 
6 and 9—brought down flower- 
ing plants, garden seeds, and 
fruit vines for their proper- 
ties. Blackberries were set out. 
These have multiplied tremen- 
dously and now cover acres 
northeast of the site of the 
old Savage’s Pavilion. 

In doing my berrying on the 
beach a few summers back I 


Julian Denton Smith 


came upon clumps of a cut-leaf 
variety growing with the 
dinary kind of blackberry. 
The cut leaves resemble those 
of the sweet-scented gerani- 
ums in outline and remain on 
the vines throughout the win- 
ter. The fruit is of good size 
and flavor 

During July and early Aug- 
ust the dunes are a brilliant 
yellow at the northwest sec- 
tor of the Tower traffic circle. 


or- 


Fy 
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gathered at the end of 
street. These went to work 
cutting back the sides until 
the road reached its present 
width. Heavy trucks loaded 
the surplus soil and hauled it 
to the south side of the West 
Bathhouse where it was 
spread out. The lawns and 
flower beds between the build- 
ing and the beach are on Clark 
Street soil, originally Seaman 
and Althouse farmland with a 
bit of Seaman Gore thrown 
in. 


the 


Winter Along the Wantagh State Parkway 


They are literally covered with 
The vellow does not 
blend naturally with the dunes, 
but there it is! The seed came 
in with topsoil, liked the place, 
and has proceeded to prosper. 
The birds have scattered the 
seed now an occasional 
dune is taking on the color of 
the sun 

It is le wonder that 
land wild flowers are appear- 
ing on Jones Beach 
load of topsoil transported 
there bears seeds waiting for 
favoring conditions to grow. 

We lived on Clark Street, 
Seaford, when the West Bath- 
house was erected. One day a 
variety of machiner\ 


coleops 


and 
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up- 


for every 
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The hurricane of 1944 still 
shows its marks in the com- 
mon privet used at the Mall. 
These shrubs took the full 
force of water lashed 
ashore from the ocean a few 
hundred feet away. It nearly 
killed them. Now, six years 
later, they remain thin, hol- 
lowed and irregular. 


sea 


The Japanese Pine is prov- 
ing to be a tree of ready adapt- 


ability 
beach. 


to the climate of the 
The Park Commission 
introduced it in all the 
Long Island parks and finds 
it most satisfactory. Not only 
does it take hold and live well 
but it appears natural and 
gives the impression of belong- 


has 
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not like the 
looks badly 


ing right there; 
coreopsis which 
out of place. 

The holly seen in the various 
plantings at Jones Beach has 
been transplanted from nur- 
sery rows. It looks very nat- 
ural and should seem perfectly 
at home on beach sand because 
it does grow natively on older 
beaches than Beach. 
Holly trees of more than one 
hundred years of age are to 
be found on Fire Island Beach 
particularly to the east of 
Point o’ Woods. Jones Beach 
is too young to have stands of 
holly from a native growth. Its 
introduction by the Park is 
certainly in keeping with the 
use of native plant materials 
for landscape purposes. 


Jones 


Many golden rods have come 
to Jones Beach with the top- 
soil. These are especially evi- 
dent between the gas station 
and the Tower on the Wantagh 
Parkway. There is, however, 
only one variety of golden rod 
indigenous to the beach and 
that is the Seaside Golden Rod. 
It appears in great abundance 
all over Jones Beach. The 
flower sprays are heavy and 
full with the individual flow- 
being very large and 
bright, more so than is gener- 
ally found in the golden rods. 
The seaside variety is one of 
the first plants to send up new 
leaves in the spring and about 
the last one to check out in the 
fall. 

The use of sycamore trees 
in the landseaping on the 
beach has not been too suc- 
cessful. When transplanted on 
to the higher meadows in a 
combination of fill and marsh, 
they have done fairly well once 
they became established; but 
when planted in sand, the diet 
has been too lean. This inabil- 
ity to adapt itself to beach 
sand may have fooled many 
people when it is recalled how 
well sycamores did in the no- 
toriously poor soil of the New 
York World’s Fair. 

A plant now appears com- 
monly on the beach which 
came all the way from Asian 
gardens. And it is highly pos- 
sible the early settlers in 


ers 


America had the plant in their 
gardens. It is the Dusty Mil- 
ler. 

How very well the name fits 
the plant—Dusty Miller. For 
all the world as though it grew 
beside the door of a grist mill 
from which dust drifted to ac- 
cumulate on the chrysanthe- 
mum-like leaves. It seems 
sometimes that a slight jar 
would shake off the ‘dust’ 
the leaves are so heavily pube- 
scent. 


Generations ago Dusty Muil- 
ler ‘escaped’ from gardens and 
took up residence in the wide 
open places. It traveled on its 
own and, helped by birds, has 
spread rapidly and widely. It 
grows profusely in beach sand 
producing large and strong 
plants. Sand blows against and 
into the plant formations s« 
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that the plant holds it in place 
and becomes a good soil binder. 

This writing has presented 
some plant material on Jones 
Beach which is not native 
srowth but in one way or an- 
other has come to make Jones 
Beach its home. Bayberry, 
beach grass, plume grass, salt 
hay, marginal grasses, sea 
rocket, beach plums, and such 
are another thing. 

Several persons are now ar- 
ranging dried herbariums of 
our beach plants—plants indi- 
enous to the immediate shore 
line. The size of these collec- 
tions amazes me, so many 
more plants than I had ima- 
gined. In due time a complete 
list of native beach plants in 
our locality will be available. 
In the meantime a short nega- 
tive listing does not seem with- 
out purpose. 
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eo the child of today a 
penny is very unimport- 
ant, but even when I was a 
youngster most of the Sunday 
School collections were in pen- 
nies, and some years earlier 
they were far more important, 
as money was worth more. 
To get an idea of how very 
important the big red cents 
were in a child’s life, let us 
turn to the pages of the old 
and rather rare book. “The 
Two Sisters” by Egbert Bull 
Smith. In that book he gives 
some memories of his child- 
hood. 
In those early days the 
school in Setauket depended 
for water on an open well, and 


the children 
bucket 01 
trough. 

trustees 


drank from a 
water poured into a 
However finally the 
decided that it was 
not well for the children to 
drink out of the old 
covered bucket” and bought a 
fine shiny dipper to hang on a 
nail, at the side of the well. 

Alas and alack, dippers are 
slippery things for small hands 
to hold, and one sad day the 
dipper slipped from Egbert 
Smith’s hands and went down 
the well, ringing a chime all 
the way down, which brought 
woe to his small heart. 
one promptly told the teachei 


“moss 


Some- 
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“When * Pennies * Purchased * Plenty 


Kate W. Strong 


FORUM 


(there are always those who 
love to tell tales) and she sat 
in judgment. 

The dipper had cost the sum 
of six cents, an important sum 
in those days. The final de- 
cree was that whether he had 
done it purposely or carelessly 
he must either bring six cents 
or a new dipper to school the 
next day or stay after school 
and take a whipping. 

Egbert had not a cent of his 
own for money was very scarse 
at his home. His father in far- 
off California had seldom had 
a chance to send money home. 
So there was nothing to do, 
but stay after school and take 


Continued on Page 20 
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Leading Real Estate Brokers of 





Sayville 
Lillian H. Robinson, Realtor 
Real Estate, Insurance, 
Furnished Cottages 
Farms - Homes - Acreage 
169 W. Main St. Tel. Sayville 19 
Member of L. I. Real Estate Board 


Munsey Park 


See Wile for 
Worth While Real Estate 
General Brokerage 
Manhasset and vicinity 
DAVID T. WILE JR. & CO. 
3393 Northern Blvd. Manhasset 667 


Mineola 


J. ALFRED VALENTINE 
Real Estate - Insurance 
148 Mineola Boulevard 

Phone Garden City 7-7200 


Hicksville 
SEAMAN & EISEMANN, Ine. 
Real Estate - 
90 Broadway Tel. Hicksville 600 


Insurance 


Farmingdale 
Factory Sites, Buildings 
291 Conklin St., 
Real Estate Broker. 


Tel. Farmingdale 32 


See Grey Sosa, 


Farmingdale. 


Riverhead 


DUGAN REALTY COMPANY 
Eastern Long Island Country 
Places along Ocean, Sound, 
Peconic, Shinnecock Bays. 


Port Washington 
HOWARD C. HEGEMAN 
Real Estate and Insurance 


176 Main 
Tel. POrt Washington 7-3124 


Street 


Freeport 
JOHN J. RANDALL 
Freeport Estate 
Appraisals 
Freeport 526 


Real 
Management 


200 W. Sunrise Hy 


Bellport 
CHARLES C. MACKLE 
Estate Insurance 
Montauk Highway 

Tel. Be 


Real 


port 2 








Cash and Carry 
Service 15% Off 
UNQUA LAUNDRIES 
Phone Amityville 1348 
Dixon Avenue Copiague 
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to Engineer Huff (or Haff) who 
obliged him by speeding up the 
engine to a mile-a-minute rate be 
tween Amityville and Babylon 


\ “Lexington” Incident 


H. P. Horton’s story, “Burning 
of the Lexington” (August Forum) 
recalls an account of that disaster, 
told and retold by at least fou 
generations of Long Island Cases 
and Williamsons since 1840. It was 
to the home of one of my Mother’s 
ancestors, who lived, I think, in 
faiting Hollow, that a survivor 
crawled on hands and knees, half 
frozen, after drifting to shore, on a 
bale of cotton 

Several finge and toes were 
frozen—afterward amputated—and 
he was wholly unable to give a co 
herent account of his ordeal, unti 
hours, or days, after he had been 
taken in and cared for in the W 
liamson household 

My Mother, Melvina Williamson, 
was born that same year 1840 so of 
course knew the thrilling details 
from hearing her elders tell them. 
However, my Mother met th ul 
vivor, Mr. Crowley, about 1890 
while taking a trip to Providence, 
R. I., with her brother, George H 
Williamson, who was Captain of one 
of the steamers of the Providence 
and Stonington Line. (He 
ward became Commodore of the old 
Fall River Line). 

When Mother met Mr. Crowley 
he was Baggage Master at the 
Providence Station of the Stoning 
ton Line. He was surprised and de 
lighted to meet a descendant of the 
kindly folks who had 50 years be 
fore cared for him in his extremity 
and, as he believed, helped save his 
life. He gave mother a photograph 
of himself which she prized highly, 
and I’m sure it is still 
in the old Case Homestead I 
Peconic, but a recent search for it 
Was unavailing. f 
Peconic, L 


Quogue’s Old Dobson Cottage 


I have recently been sending my 
copies of the Forun to a niece who 
has spent her summers at Quogue 
(Westhampton Beach) all her life 
Have ju t had a note from he) say 
ing “I am enjoying the Long Island 
Forums but I wish they would run 
an article on a Mrs 
Dobson's old homestead where we 
used to spend the summer in Quogue 
before father built “Rest-a-Wvle” 

( , 


history ot 


somewhere, 


George W ise, 


Nassau Shores, Massapequa 


GILMAN J. COLLAMORE 
Licensed Realtor 
Merrick and Unqua Roads 
Massapequa 2297 and 940 
~~ Commack 
JOHN W. NOTT 
Established 1925 
Country Homes - Farms - Acreage 
Jericho Tpk. Tel. Commack 2268 


Huntington 


HENRY A. MURPHY 
INSURING AGENCY, Ine. 
Real Estate, Insurance, Mortgage 
Loans, Appraisals 
Steamship Tickets 
Cornelius L. Murphy Tel. Hunt. 176 





_ Wyandanch 
HAROLD S. ISHAM 
All Lines of Insurance 
Real Estate 
Straight Path, Wyandanch 
Tel. Farmingdale 59-F31 
: a Mastic = 
BENJAMIN G. HERRLEY 
Realtor - Insuror - Appraisor 
Montauk Highway 
Phone Center Moriches 86 
Glen Head _ 
M. 0. HOWELL 
Real Estate - Insurance 
Tel. Glen Cove 491 
Glenwood Rd., near Glen Cove Rd. 





~ Westhampton Beach 


EDWARD H. ROGERS, Realtor 
Ocean, Bay and Sound Frontage, 
Acreage, Summer Residences for 
sale and rent. 

Phone West Hampton 1827 
Central Islip 


ROBERT E. O’DONOHUE 
Carleton Ave. Tel. 6317 Central Islip 
Real Estate Insurance 
Established 1911 





Blue Point 
E. H. NOBLE 
Real Estate - Insurance 
Blue Point Ave., opp. Brick Church 
Tel. Blue Point 901 & 1543-J 


Northport 
EDWARD BIALLA 
Edwin N. Rowley Inc. 
Real Estate insurance 
Appraisals 
74 Main Street Northport 108 
Member of L. I. Real Estate Board 
Port Jefferson Station 


CARL HEYSER, JR. 

Real Estate, Insurance 
Developments 

St Port Jefferson 419 
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Uniondale 
PETER P. ROCCHIO 
The Town Agency For 
Real Estate and Insurance 
889 Nassau Road, Uniondale 
Phone HEmpstead 2-6858 


Patchogue 


Realtors—Insurors 


JOHN J. ROE & SON 


125 E. Main St. Patchogue 2300 


Glen Cove 


HAROLD A. JACKSON CO. 
Insurance and Real Estate 
7 W. Glen Street Telephone 4-1500 


Westbury 


HAMILTON R. HILL 
Insurance - Real Estate 
WEstbury 7-0108 249 Post Ave. 
For Westbury and Vicinity 


Floral Park 


EDMUND D. PURCELL 
REALTOR 

Sales - Appraisals - 
111 Tyson Ave. 


Insurance 
Floral Park 338 
Lake Ronkonkoma 
CLIFFORD R. YERK 
Lots, Farms, Shore Frontage 
Homes Acreage 
Rosedale Ave. and Richmond Blvd. 
Telephones Ronkonkoma 8543 and 8859 
Setauket 
STEPHEN YATES 
Land, Farms, Shore Fronts 
in Suffolk County 


Old Field Road Setauket 225 


" BEN TL. WEST 


Real Estate -Insurance 


East /JETAUKET 
Long island, New York 
Tel. 101 Setauket @ 














Unqua Agency, Inc. 
General Insurance 
Real Estate 
GORDON W. FRASER, Mer. 


199-A Broadway, Amityville Tel. 376 
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Even in 1903 Mrs. Dobson’s cottage 
was about 200 years old. I don’t 
know whether it is still standing 
or not.” 
I am passing this on to you in the 
hope that one of your contributor 
may be able to meet her request 
t was called “The Dobson Cottage.” 
Lillian B. Remmey, 
Old Field, Southbury, Ct. 
Editor’s Note: The Forun 
appreciate ng 
on the above subject. 








would 


heal from someone 


Ancestry Desired Of: 

1. Edward White who n 
Ann Hegeman (1761-1852). Their 
son lvanus White (born 
Jamaica, Jan. 9, 1789; died Brook 
lyn, May 13, 1849). 

2. Hannah Carpenter, 
Jacob Hick (born 1665), 
Thomas Hicks of Rockaway 

3. Gershom Smith whose daugh 
ter Martha was wife of John Hicks 
(son of Jacob, above) 

4. Mary Smith, wife Valen 
tine Hicks. Their son was Smith 
19, 1804-Feb. 14, 1876) 


arriea 


was Sy 


wife of 


son of 


ot 


Hicks (Apr 
of Westbrry 
5. Sarah Birdsall, wife of Wright 
Coles of Oyster Bay (died May 18, 
1799). 
Emma S&S. 
37-22 Bowne St., 


Underhill, 
Flushing. 


Descendant 

Dr. Clarence A. Wood's article 
“Riverhead Boasts First Lady, Too” 
was of great interest to me 
enjoyed reading it in the 
issue of The Forum. 

Anna Symmes Harrison’s daugh 
ter, Anne Harrison Bailey was my 
great-great-grandmother on the 
paternal side. Her daughter, Aman 
da Bailey married Edward Conklin, 
whose daughter Ellen Conklin wa 
my father’s mother. As wa 
born in Tennessee and came East 
with her parents from lowa 
were alwa under the impression 
that the entire family originated in 
that part the country. There- 
fore it was with pleasure that | 
read of the Symmes connection with 
Long Island where we have resided 
for several years. A member of our 
family has a will of Anne Harrisan 
Bailey and a daguerreotype of 
Amanda Bailey Conklin. Thank 
vou again for the article. (Miss) 
Eleanor McDonough, Amityville. 


\ Symmes 


ind I 
August 


she 


we 


f 
o! 


Dr. Whitney a Commackian 
The article by H. P. Horton jir 
the August Forum concerning the 
Ce Bos 


721 Franklin Ave 


Wantagh 
W. J. JORGENSEN 
Realtor — Appraisals 
Tel. Wantagh 2210 
East Quogue 
GEO. H. JONES 
Real Estate and Insurance 
Montauk Highway 
Telephone East Quogue 960 
(See Display Advertisement) 
Babylon 
CHARLES F. PFEIFLE 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 
Lots - Plots - Acreage 
W. Main St., nr. Lake Babylon 644 
Center Moriches 
AUGUST STOUT, JR. 
Real Estate 
Main Street 


- Insurance 


Center Moriches 400 


Great Neck 
, LONG ISLAND 
hygerth, REAL ESTATE 
City Line to Montauk Point 
Listings of real estate wanted 
all over Long Island. 

Sales offices 310 North Blvd. 
Lake Success, Great Neck 
Tel. Great Neck 5614 
Mattituck 8434 


West Hempstead 
CHARLES H. LANGDON 


Realtor and Insurance 
224 Hempstead Turnpike 
Telephone Hempstead 3361-2-3 


Garden City 


BULKLEY ¢ [10 


7 Orricks) 


vw ’ 
TON (0. 
ALTOWwS) 
kiyn and Long Island's Largest 
Real Estate Organization” 


Tel. Garden City 7-5400 











A. H. PURSER 


A. W. Brierley Agency 
Estate - Insurance 
ESTABLISHED 1898 
287 Fulton Ave. 

HEmpstead 2-0063 


Real 





Harbor 


HERB BOMBARD 

All Year Homes 
Water Front Lots 

Merrick Rd. Tel. Amityville 2650 


Amity 


Summer and 


145 
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St. James 


HAROLD B. HINCKEN 
Estate 


Real Insurance 


25A 
and 6910 


Mortgages 
North Country Rd., 


St. James 284 


Hampton Bays 


JOHN H. SUTTER 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 
1 East Main Street 
Teiephone 420 


Smithtown Branch 


For Smithtown Real Estate 
consult 
DEUTZMAN, 


Tel. Smithtown 


LARRY REALTOR 


1010 


Merrick 


TOM 
Realtor - 


ABBOTT 
Insurance 
24 West Sunrise Highway 


Tel. FReeport 


&-0899 








Headquarters 


FOR 
Home Owners 
LUMBER 
HARDWARE 
TOOLS 
Home Appliances 
| Wall Paper Paint 


Nassau Suffolk 


LUMBER & SUPPLY 














Nine Convenient Locations 


on Long Island 


























burning of the Lexington was read 
with much interest 

On page 722, vol. 1 of The Whit 
ney Family of Connecticut, the 
data on Dr. Darling Brush Whit 
ney (1810-1898) mentions the dis 
aster, but does not supply any de- 
tails. At that iving 
in Commack. 

I lend my 
friend; she in turn 
for my daughter-in-law 
preserve them. 

Best wishes for the 
to continue ind 

= ¢ — 


time he was 
Forums to an invalid 
aving then 

who will 


Forum’ uc 
finitely 

Van Brunt, 
East Norwict 


ces 


The Forum Thanks 
subscribers who send in the names 
of friends interested in Long Island 
history. It is chiefly from sending 
ample copies to such prospect 
that our circulation has steadily in- 
creased for n than 12 

If you have done so, 
you drop us a 
the n es of f1 
believe would 
Forum? 


years 


won't 


ore 
neve 
posteard containing 
you 
the 


ends whon 


enyoy eading 


The DeForest Family 

‘A Walloon Family in America,’ 
Robert W. DeForest, 2 

a story of tl 

1500-1848. Only copies 
1914. Also contains the 

DeForest, in 
English 


page, on | 


1¢ DeForest 

Hou 
printed, 
Journal of Jesse 
nal French ane 
tion, page for 
to Guiana 1623-2 Ir ent 
condition. Price , 1 
Forum, Amityvil 


origi 
transia 


voyage 


the “ 
tion” 








Long Island Forum Index 


Index of Long Island Forum, years 


1938-47 inclusive About 40 pages 
compiled by M N 


Doggett, Lik nt4 


Queens Borough Public Library, 


larguerite V 


Collection, 


lamaica N. ¥ Done by photo 


offset proce ; p Order 


Miss D 
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TRAPHAGEN SCHOOL 


OF FASHION For Results 


TRAINING HERE PAYS LIFE DIVIDENDS 
Summer, Fall aad Winter Courses 
Professional methods day or eve. All 
branches of Fashion for beginners or 
advanced students. Regents’ Credits 


DAY, EVENING & SATURDAY COURSES 
Now forming for Design. Illustration, Cloth- 
ing Construction and all branches of Fashion 
parallel to Day Courses. Junior Classes Sat 


INTERIOR DECORATION & DISPLAY 


(Courses prepare students for the fascinating 
fields of decoration and display in minimum 
time, day or evening. Free Placement 
Bureau. Send for Circ. 5. Phone CO. 5-2077 
REGISTER NOW! Our Graduates in Demand! 
TRAPHAGEN, 1680 Broadway (S20d Si.) New York 19 


Massapegee 
MARJORIE R. POST 
Charles E. Krohn Agency 
Insurance - Real Estate 
Tel. Massapequa 6-0925 and 6-0717 
___ Stony Brook 
L. C. CLARKE COMPANY 
SERVICE - COURTESY 
EFFICIENCY 
Tel. Stony Brook 37 


Bay Shore 





Auto and Other Insurance 
teal Estate Appraisals 
HENNING AGENCY, Realtor 
84 E. Main St. Bay Shore 1442 


East Norwich 


Richard Downing & Sons 
GENERAL INSURANCE 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 
Tel. Oyster Bay 592 
North Hempstead Turnpike 








om SCHWARZ 


FLORIST 


PHONE 


FArmingdale 2-0816 














Suffolk Typewriter 
Repair Co. 
ROYAL Sales, Service, 
All Makes Se 


Renta 
1, Repaired, Rented 














Mortgage Money 


Available 
NO APPRAISAL FEES 
The Union Savings Bank 
of Patchogue, N. Y. 


Member Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation 














In Amityville It's The 
AMITY AUTO SALES 
Chevrolet Agency 
For Sales and Service 
Parts and Accessories 


Merrick Rd.. opp. Park Tel. 909-910 
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ive Long Island 
“Blacksmiths 


Continued from page 188 


Bay. He had property at Cedar 
Swamp and with others ‘an 
interest in the unsold com- 
mons conveyed by the Indians 
to John Underhill.” 

George Cocks was satisfied 
that David’s second wife was 
Hannah Forman. In connection 
with her, he told of a “very 
peculiar deed [dated 1700] of 
conveyance from David Under- 
hill to his son, Peter, who was 
then less than ten vears of 
age.” This deed concerned 
“fifty acres of land at the 
Head of Mill River, in Oyster 
Bay” belonging to the child’s 
own mother. In it David made 
provision tor the use of it by 
himself as well as by his “now 
wife”. Mr. Cocks explained 
that according to ancient 
records regarding a widower’s 
remarriage, “he was compelled 
by the laws of the period to 
secure his children’s interest 
in their mother’s estate, re- 
serving for himself a life in- 
terest in the realty.” 

Turning to David’s_ son, 
there is a copy of a deed (in 
Oyster Bay Records 1728) 
conveying land from Robert 
Feeke to Peter Underhill, a 
blacksmith. With Peter fol- 
lowing the calling of both 
father and father-in-law, my 
blacksmith lines were securely 
riveted together. 

Friends’ records in West- 
bury mention Peter as serving 
as constable of Oyster Bay in 
1729-30, and as being ‘‘de- 
strained” from their Society. 
According to Mary Cooper's 
diary he and his wife, Penelope 
Alling, were still alive in April 
1773. Their son, another 
Peter, was the second pastor 
of Qyster Bay’s Baptist 
Church. 

Passing to my father’s line, 
1 found only Jeremiah Vail 
shaping horseshoes on an an- 
vil. 

Probably born in England 
about 1618, he emigrated to 
America with his wife, Catha- 
rine—. In 1639 Salem, Mass., 


where the two lived was a com- 
munity of some 1000 souls. It 
was the largest American 
town where English was 
spoken. There Jeremiah prac- 
ticed his trade, and three of 
his children were born. 

Word of his skill as a black- 
smith must have winged its 
way to Long Island. On June 
17, 1651 Southampton held a 
town meeting and “Granted a 
£100 lot to Jeremy Veale, 

lacksmith of Salem [Mass.] 
provided he do come and set- 
tle here before January next 
and that to his power he in 
readiness doe all the black- 
smith work that the inhabi- 
tants doe stand in need of.” 

Jeremiah rejected this pro- 


LONG ISLAND FORUM 
held in Easthampton) it is re- 
corded that both ‘Goodman 
Vaile” and his wife were wit- 
nesses in her defense. The 
trial was carried to New 
Haven where the defendant 
was acquitted. 

Jeremiah’s final move, about 
1659, was to Southold either 
without his wife or her death 
shortly ensued. The following 
year he married Mary Paine, 
a widow, and later Joyce or 
Rejoice—. 

As a freeman in 1676 he 
held about 500 acres in his 
own name with additional ones 
through his wife on the north 
fork. Perhaps overseeing or 
cultivating this property filled 
his time. At any rate I have 


A Sketch by W. O. Stevens from His Book, Discovering Long Island. 
Courtesy of Artist-Author 


posal, moving instead to the 
Isle of Wight, familiar today 
as Gardiner’s Island. There 
with one Anthony Waters he 
managed the farm of Lieuten- 
ant Lion Gardiner beyond the 
time of the latter’s removal to 
Easthampton. 

On February 12, 1655 
town of Easthampton ‘“Or- 
dered that Jeremiah Vaile 
shall have the Lott adjoining 
Joshua Garlick Reserved for 
him till his time be expired 
with Mr. Gardiner.” The prop- 
erty was taken over that same 
vear. 

In February 1657 when 
Goody Garlick was tried as a 
witch (the last witch trial 


the 


found no account of his spend- 
ing it beside a forge. 

His will probated October 
19, 1687 places his death in 


that year. In the summer of 
1949 I saw his last little home, 
nicely restored, in its setting 
of smoketree and box. 

His granddaughter Abigail, 
daughter of Sarah and Na- 
thaniel Moore, married my 
great - great - great - great- 
grand-father Isaac Overton of 
Southold. 

Both the village blacksmith 
and his “spreading chestnut- 
tree” have almost compietely 
vanished from our American 
roadsides. Let us keep their 
memory green. 
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Pleasure Boat Insurance Specialist 
GEORGE C. BARTH 

44 Broadwa ext to Po 

Amityville 


t Office 


Phone 1688 (Res. 855) 


Automotive Supplies 
E. Clayton Smith, jobber. 
placement parts, and 
ment. 218-220 East Main 
fZabylon. Tel. 551 


Re- 
equip- 
Street, 


tools 


Imperial Washable Wallpapers 
Moore’s Paints and Varnishes, Duco 
and Nu-Enamel, Artists’ Materials. 
Gus Schmidt, 74 East Main St., 
Patchogue 


Visitors Welcome 

The General Museum-Library of 
the Suffolk County Historical So- 
ciety, at Riverhead, is open daily 
(except Sundays and _ Holidays) 
from one to five P. M. 

Visitors always welcome (no 
charge) at this educational insti- 
tution where items connected with 
Long Island’s history, culture and 
natural sciences are on display. 

Funeral Home 
GEORGE C. WHITE 
Established 1894 


‘ark Ave. Tel. 208 Bay Shore 


Fuel Oil - Coal 
Swezey Coal & Feed Co 
270 Port Jeffer- 


Grain 
Tels. Patchogue 


son 555 


Dodge-Plymouth Sales-Service 
Distributors for Firestone Products 
TERRY BROTHERS 
Main St. Te 


430 W 109 Patchogue 


For Satisfaction 
rhe Islip Sanitary Laundry, Inc., 
Ave. at Union St., Islip 
Phones lip 2206 and Bay Shore 
429 


saxon 


Booklet For 


Sale 


eys of the 
Long 

100 

post- 

10X 








Long Island Books 
Our Specialty 
Out-of-Print Books on all Subjects 
IRA J. FRIEDMAN 
Main St, Port Wa gtor 
POrt Was wt { 

BOOKS BOUGHT 
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Hallocks: Descendants 
vat-of-Arms on 
$1 each. Messenger 


roscope mpany \V ’rinterv, Smithtown Branch, L. I. 


I hope this busy eside! I ne rdboard 
Sperry Gy 
find time 
historical nature for 
periodical, 


now. 


to do n 


‘ie - Opticians and Photo Dealers 
Isla “s PICKUP & BROWN, Inc. 
18 Deer Park Ave. Tel. 927 Babylon 
Complete Optical Shop on Premises 
No Finer Gift Ca s and Photographic Supplies 
tet Wholesale 


Retail and 


(Miss) 
Long 


mera 


I can think of no finer gift 
presenting a friend with a iD 
scliption to your most Interesting 
Fr ul The ecent article or 
Ezra L’Hommedieu and Riverhead’s 
First Lady by Dr. Wood were, ir arge assortment of 
mv. estin rpiece rands at the Lowest 

When reading his writ ! *s and in various 
constantly wonder how he can do s« ‘rs to suit your 
much research thing : Losi, Park 
such readable “packages” Amityville. 

Eliz abetl ( 


Wines and Liquors 
Popular 
Possible 

size con- 

needs. Emile 

Ave. and Ireland 


ation, maste 


and tie 


“Old Father Goose” 


lradition n I 


en by a Long Islander, 
ng Island, 
Art’st. $3. 


Smithtown 


printed 
lustrated by E.. 2: 
Messenger Printery, 


Branch, L. I. 


\ Baker 
While 


Family 


coming ashore in a whale 
boat off East Hampton on January 
17, 1753, Daniel Baker, Jacob Sche 
lenger and one Dick were d 
in the surf. 
The night 
Mary had dre 
n an old account bo owne 
by Thomas J. Mulford of Amagat 86 E 
sett, that high tide had fie 
coffin into their hon 
She requested he 
to go off that I 
ter assuring 
his last venture 
Upton Downs. 








sical NICHOLS 
RUG CLEANING 
Freeport 


Baker's wife 
imed, says a 


before, 
record 
kK ones 
Sunrise Highway Tel. 8-1212 


Rug and Furniture Cleaning 














“The Fame Behind the Name’’ 


HARDER 


Extermination Service, Inc. 


I enjoy the 
when I meet 
does not re: ’ 
enclose some lermite Control, Mothproof- 
talked to 

M Kennet} 
Upper I 


Cold Spring 


ing and all other services 


Phone Nearest Office 
Patchogue 1 Huntingter 
Hempstead 3966 Riverhead 2943 


Mass 


Catholic 


First 
F. Kenneth Harder Robert Troup 
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BANK AND BORROW 


THE FIRST NATION L BANG 
WE FIRSE NATION NAL BAN 


0 Loeutde, 
OF BAY SHORE 
128 West Main Street Bay Shore, N. Y. 
Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation Member Federal Reserve Systex: 
Free Town Parking Field in Our Block 


Bank by Mail Open Friday Nights 6:30 to 8 
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“indin’s Keepin’” 
‘Was the “Rule 


Continued from page 190 


silks and laces, or Irish linens, 
hut all misunderstanding and 
disputes about salvage were 
avoided if Jerry promptly 
gathered in the stuff and 
stored it out of sight. 


Occasionally the beachcom- 
ber had an opportunity to act 
the part of a Good Samaritan. 
Some shipwrecked mariner 
might have the good luck to 
be washed ashore of a dark 
night. If he died, Jerry would 
perform the last rites and bury 
the poor fellow in the sand. 
Shou'd there happen to be a 
belt of doubloons around the 
body Jerry was paid for his 
trouble. 

A report once spread that 
two sailors came ashore in a 
small boat one dark night with 
several kegs of coin; that they 
put up at Jerry Smith’s shack 
and were never seen to depart. 
Their boat, half burned, was 
found in Poor Man’s Harbor. 


In the course of a long 
career Smith managed, it 
seems, to pick up quite a sub- 
stantial return. As the years 
whistled over Raccoon Beach, 
his shack gradually expanded 
into a large dwelling whose 
spacious attic was reputed to 
contain a veritable museum 
of the sea. 

Nor was any charge ever 
proved against the beachcom- 
ber. 

Captain James Raynor who 
sailed every Saturday morning 
from Widows Creek at Islip to 
Catherine Market in New 
York is said to have carried 
some freight for Smith. “Im- 
rorted” goods thus found 
their way from Raccoon Beach 
to city markets in the hold of 
Raynor's sloop Intrepid. They 
were of course always cov- 
ered over from snooping eyes 
with Captain Jim’s own legiti- 
mate cargo of Islipian hard 
clams. And as Jeremiah Smith 
himself once remarked, “A 
clam is awful close-mouthed.” 


For College Winter Formals 
This evening 


dress designed tor 
the socia le of college life ha 
the intriguing quality of looking 
more ( formal as the wears 
versatility stems fron 
chiel hemline, which 

and short, and fro 

ished-of f-shoulade 
also be pulled 
olletage cover 
The fabric is a 


satin. 


€ 
F; 
close of the 
designed : 
ve who also 


hown here 


| 
Viing a 
! 


onal experience 


oO! 
" 
cnool 
tume ade 


tudent 


LONG ISLAND FORUM 





The 


pattern 


you ve been 
waiting for— 


Here is the sterling pattern 
that has caught the eye...and 
hearts...of thousands of wom- 
en. Come in. See. feel Gor- 
ham’s* lovely new “Lily of the 
Valley.”* Priced as low as 
$25.50 (incl. Fed. tax) per 6- 
piece place-setting. 
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tic denominations early on Long 
Island, one may get the impression 
nistered to the 
first several 
venerations of white inhabitants. 
ruth is, however, that as early as 
1683 when Sir Thomas Dongan, the 
Iri hman, arrived here to become 
rner for the English 


provincial rove! 
rown, he landed at Montauk and 
island to 


nade his way through the 

New York which was the seat of 

! Vinclal government, 

a devout Roman 

Catholic and jit is recorded that en- 

route through the land he and 

party celebrated Mass, which was 

probably the first such worship ever 
| Long Island 


to have occurred on 
and, quite as probably, in what was 


to kecome New York State. 

It was under Dongan that the 
county forn ( vovernment was 
established here, Long Island hay 
ny three original counties set up In 
1G623—Kings, Queens and Suffolk. 
Dongan also sponsored a measure, 
enacted by the provincial assembly, 
vuaranteeing religious freedom o1 
Long Island and in New York, the 
t such tep ever taken here. 

n’s brief term as 
Governor was productive of mor¢ 
rood for this province than that of 

! othe English governor, not 


that they alone n 
piritual needs of the 


Dongan was 


Governor Dong 
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“When * Pennies 
“Purchased “Plenty 
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his punishment which he 
thought the teacher made as 
light as possible. I expect the 
Trustees were horrified at the 
loss of six cents of taxpayers’ 
money. I only hope when they 
bought the new dipper that 
they added a few pennies and 
bought a chain for it 

To return to Egbert, the 
great ambition of a boy’s life 
was to own a sled, one of the 
gaily painted ones with a 
name on it. They were on sale 
at the village store but they 
cost a whole dollar. 

Mrs. Smith had raised quite 
a field of corn, which at that 
time would sell for a dollar a 
bushel shelled. She told her 
two boys that if they would 
each shell a bushel they could 
have the money to buy sleds. 
They worked with a will and 
soon went to the store to pick 
out their sleds. 

But alas, the clerk did not 
understand and said that as 
their mother owed a small 
account, he would credit her 
with the $2. Fortunately the 
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Producers 
of 
Quality Oysters 
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Bluepoints Company, Inc. 
WEST SAYVILLE, L. 1. 











boys managed to appeal to the 
owner and got their sleds. 

Store sleds, however, did not 
last as long as those made by 
the village blacksmith, (1 
think mine will outlast my 
lifetime) so by the next year 
one of the store sleds had gone 
to smash. Being the owner of 
three cents, young Egbert 
went to the village carpenter 
and asked how much it would 
cost to repair it. Instead of 
giving him a price, the car- 
penter looked it over, said it 
was quite a job, but he could 
do it, and set to work. 

At the end of an hour and 
a half the sled was as good as 
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new. When Egbert trembling 
asked him for his bill, he said 
“Well those screws I put in 
me three cents, and I 
guess that is the size of the 
bill.” 

So Egbert was able to pay 
his bill and depart with joy. 
He felt like a real man that 
day. 


cost 
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excluding Richard 
of the Duke’s Laws which were en 
acted mainly to safeguard the 
Duke of York’s interests as pater 

tee of this territory. In the opinion 
of many historians Sir Thomas 
Dongan was our outstanding colon 
ial Governor during the more than 
a century that England held sway 

(Miss) Audrey Thompson Pater 
son, Queens 
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An Old Time Catboater 

John Good's account of 
ing Fifty Years 
Forum, should 


Catboat 
Ago, in the July 
arouse a nostalgic 
bit of thinking nany Long 
Islanders who have passed well be 
yond the heydey of youth. I for one 
can look back to catboating on Great 
South Bay the naphtha 
launch arrived to desecrate the 
pure blue waters with its greasy 
expulsions. 
Some fifty 
course for 
through the 
waterways fron South to 
Shinnecock Bay and thence north 
ward through the Shinnecock Canal 
at Canoe Place to Peconic Bay 
The big problem on such a cruis¢ 
was to pass unde the rail 
trestle that spanned the 
cause of this obstruction many cat 
boat-owners that thei 
mast was short enough to clear the 
overhead structure 
however, a boat had to be 
tilted at a precarious angle 
the passage, and again there were 


masts too high for that. 


among 


before 


years ago a 
catboat 
various 


popula 
cruises was 
south ide 


Great 


road 
canal se 
saw to 
Sometimes, 
kept 
to make 
SONNE evel 
In such a case the 
for a block-and-fall 
to the underside of the bridge 
thus the mast could be hoisted 
and laid on the cat 
moved unde The 
carried to the far 
and used to hoist the a 
step it. I myself have 
once had the job 
the bridge to attach 
more than once I h: 


proce ure Was 
to be attached 


ana 


tackle 


side of ft 
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amidstream by a thundering freight 
train. 

This was quite an experience 
Before the train reached the bridge, 
the technique was to lie flat below 
he rails and cling on for dear life 
as the whole strecture “shimmied” 

» ‘he :uml ling, clattering wheels a 
very short distance above one’s out- 
stretched bedy. Far from forbidd- 
ng this fiequent action on the part 
of boatmen, the railroad cooperated 
to the exent of having the engineei 
whistle a warning well before he 
eached the bridge 

The tidal gates at Canoe Place 
were also a problem to some of the 
nexperienced. I reeall seeing o1 
fine vacht tied 
up to the bulkhead to await the 
change of tide and the opening of 
the gates, and as the rushing water 
dropped some five or six feet the 
vacht was left hanging on its moor 
ng ropes 


ane occasion a very 


In those days the canal was 
famous fo such big blue-claw 
crabs, which were caught at night 
with the use of a jacklight, that an 
especially large wire net, about the 
size of bushel basket, had to ke 
ised I wonder how many Forum 
eaders recall these things I have 
written about, and who among 
them can add to what I've told 

J. V. Ackerly, Manhasset. 


+ + 


I enjoyed reading Dr. Woed’s 
article, Riverhead soasts First 
Lady Too. He secms to make dry 
hi terical facts into such homey and 
interesting stories. (Mrs.) Ethel L. 
Osborn, Amityville 
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